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FIrecat; Despite their 
race bred hormones, both our F-5 and F- 
7 surprised us with their trail friendly demeanor. Cat has 
stepped up and delivered a premium suspension... agaln- 
The 700 s acceleration defies common sense. CHtches were 
cooling system gremlins and handling quirks, 
the F-7 in our siablc luve misseii a heai m<i neither tove even hinied 
<it overheatini;. 

Oil pump bicc.dins ts a dealer PI)i issue and if it's properiv set-up 
you U have no problems. Speakinn of the oij MSitm. the weird .snike^Iike 
od lank has a cvay conscrvaii^e ion- .lil liiiiu sensor which eimws on at 
last over lOU mdcs. Don t panic, vrai can no twice tliat tar before vou re 
in need of a tcip-up. 

fhc F - J EFI sj stem h;is woriccd tlawlcsslv in 10(H) plus miles of ridinii 
so lar. However, we think die irapjiuig uf die svstcm is cxcewivclv rich 
at off-Idle thrniile seisings. Ilie liiKh speed mappini; can'! he too far off 
iiinu|d), as the I--*' is dciriv one of 2(iO^'s fastest sleds on the lake Our 
£R 91)0 can stjucak pan the F-T at the C-note and our Ski-Doo 
bD! 8l)iJ can put a lialr length on it after a long pull. .Most otlier 
8nri.s cm l run with the F-T.Tlie F=i dominates the iUOcc ^e^- 
nieni with a top end pull ilta! rivals most ii\ hundrcd.N :ind a 

Ridc-ahiliti- of these mount.<i is both impressH-e and iiiiivbe 
a IiHic disappoinsing. hrsi. ilicre is notiiini! ■ indudinu tiie 
REV ■ which swallows juok terata as cflicicutly as the new 
F(. dussu. >es, the lUiV pniteets the rider from .sucker 
bump* bnict by virtue ot its ridinc position but Fiiecar 
troni and rear suspension cumpllancc is rcniarkablv plii.<ih 
and vinuaUy bottomless. Thai bein^ said, handlinp is a lad 
quirky. Ihe sled has a dart^-. nervous fed at speed and sim- 
ply IS no matdi forihc.WS Vs planted. solid-ai-a-mck fed 
Jl top tnd.As fttll. the VC generates intniMve induction 
noise in hoUi the lOO and 70(1 versions. We can't figure 
oil! why tliese sleds arc so loud to the driver when the 
int.ike Ls pointinp sirjiKlit out the Iront. dirteilv under 
ihe bumper. Also, ihere s iinnecessan- vibration emanat- 
iiH; from lise handlebars and tootiests which btconie-^ 
annovinit on loin; rides. 

On die other side ot the ledger i,s the sled's ultra plush and i 
hajidltbar). hiwkers and luce snug boot racks. Sitting on or we should 
say. in itx ^C is a plc-asure.nie new dual aciion speedo/tach 
around here as is the niJtv brake lc\-er/liigh beam con trol Some of 
the old left/rijjht heater controls. Some lUce the new riqht side unit 
Here s a tew things to pay attention to.'Hie from arm skidframc holt- 



must be ivpiaeed by vour dealer ■ ihe\ re tm short and Ml! I'aU out. 
There s a few recalls which vwirde-alcrmus! pcrjiimi on these ?leds 
li snupiclied tlicm up c;iflv:some are enfical so don ! mew around. 
Tin- yecn \crsn.in of the Firecaf uviJtv displays exhaust ^«uck h.ilf 
nai up lis side while the other colors look jiusi line In paniail-ir 
the red vcrston «tih a mirmr windshield is positivdi honij 

Dun i nie.-.s with rear anti prdo.id ■ let the skid work and keep 
it so!t. flump up the Iroat shocks ab-jut 1 1-\ ot jn inch :ind tn pull- 
ing in the tfont arm Imnter to setUe the sled down ai <|Ked Wc n- 
slill netung iL-cd W tins light and ndical duissiv -it^ii luned 

Ski-Doo Legend Semi-Oirect Injection 800 
Four And a Half Stars out of Five 

ooooo 

fte ve had hmh hopes tor this sled ever smct we iirsi sanpled 
rt la.st spnoR m Idaho. The basic Legend 7.X pkufnrm carrvina 
the sports Gt^^t low emission two Mroke ennine is a.s laiiluui a 
chassis as i.lii-Doo has ever produced. The 2X ^ familiar et^os 
aa- enhanced by a Buick-ish tilt handlebar and a hutnunpis 
Sf*^ windsludd makina the l.egeml a oiinn- place to do |iusines> 

'3 as the mites pile up 

j The ksend 800 15 Ski-Ooo s ma\iniitm nne-up Cruiser ihi-S »oir an 
i to that end it gets all (he bdls and whistle.s. A Rfc"\--isli ajui:e pack.is 
I includes mvriad idim liglits. temp and fuel gauges .is well :ls i pi ice ( 
4 hook up your dectnc visor and plun in a cell phone. liistclul itniphics an 
^ reiro ehruiiie garnishes «ive she ZX a iligoilicd. if not spnrr\- look 
i Suspension pieces are effective but uiuoriun^tdv we've not li:id much 
} success with Ski-Doos \T< aariable Rauol rear skid '^Imcks Ours fi 
% about "!)() miles dicn ceased dampinii vc hearil of other VR v p ic 
I it in catlv as well 

1 I p Sroiil the Z\ s raior sharp trading arm front end benefits front 
i ot PrtCLsion stis..AiTcr resung in severe snow conditions tins i\ inter n 
I uncoiered an atitwying trait - not experienced with last vears dismal 
i snow cover Vtlien can iflg a u-ail covered in two to three inches ( or m 
.) of unpacked, tresh snow, the tunnel ot the I'rcusion skis tends m fil 
v Willi snow in turns. This makes the skriivdroplane" iiniil the handlebars 
.j arc quickly cocked siraiylit to clear ihc skis' tunnels of trapped sr 
■J Wlien riding straighi. runninj; haRl pack or lurnim; less than 1 i dciiiees 
never nouce this (Jnh when the tmU 
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Legend 800 SDI; Our Legend SDI 
had strange computer problems early on but It's 
muscular 800 delivered lots of smiles with hot rod actel- 
j eration and bulletproof starting. The Legend's 2X chassis 
j combined with this engine Is the perfect solution for hard- 
I core 5ki-Doo owners who don't necessarily wont a REV- 

^iirth 2003' *.-.Sufwftr<?jt Irij 




like \ in .ini! ^ana there is h;i(i in ever,' uotKl :ind ihis is nu lew tmt 
the RM.You won c have m go more thitn .i fotrple miles. ah<i;inl ;in ^ 
til knuiv tUenrs .somcthinii diliertnt goine on nith itf hantilin^ At higher 
speeds on tmht trails thtrts litde prc(lictm« ftlwt (be front end wriH do 
in a eiiraer It s nyt th:i! the sled netessanh handles had. it s more I 
ilie iwndiiriK is inipttdicublc, the KM ratch sccnu lo Ju the same thing 
re, There s 3 fis availahle from Yamaha and \vc have tested il. Look fiw 
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should. On smwlh mills she liXl is tine. 
It rides ureiii But aild in some hunips. even a lev. smlU ones and vou II 
see Ihe Pro Aeiion skiJ tecSs hke it s boitominn iin little bumps vou think 
nre intonsequentiul.VeLon bi!4j;er hits the skid will paek up .md biiiinee 
h s Idie the hish and low speed eompressiun on the skidtnmie shocks arc 
hac!(ward.s. 

"lanuha has impressive technolou\ avaslaWe to Iheni as a snovv mobile 
niiinufaeturer. (.eriainlv, ihe R,\.l proves that wten a challcn^e us pm in 
tnini o! them, thev tan bc.it it. Fntini; it IdiHxx i c* linder h stroke null 
into a conventional snim mnbile Is nothmg less than amazinu- We think 
if 'lunialia would appb- that ssmi: mueniiin- to the stispension ot their 
snowmobiles, atnazina ihmus would happen We jiisi nttghi hold 
breath tor this one: 

Yamaha SX Viper 70Q (ER) 
Four Stars out of Five 



OOQO 



net tills out uf ihe wav quick. TTii.s could be 2001 s most inipmved 
mtnR model. Somebody deep tn the recesses ot Yanialiadom 
tmalh^ took a stick and beat the dayliuhLs out of whticver has iKcn 
caLbfjiinu the companv s snowniobdc suspcnsioas. 

At last, we can nde a \amaha throuidi bumps mthoiit tensins 
up and puekeriitu even' onfice m our bodies. The 2i)(h Vipe is 
eomfv m mild to moderate trjil trash astd tan even provide decent 
protection trom trvezer ct^iie ssiied diiois, Imdcr most trail ridini; 
conditions tiie sled is a dclmht to pilot. 

The Vi|>crs flat cornenni; demeanor has alwavs been popular 
with the ladies and llic i;uvs wdl appreciate us my. Sound ahd- 
itv to h)llo« trail .suriaces ;md provide what feels like decent 
ovcrsteer tip to id deiJrecs olf center. Alter this, it s a Siirh- quick 

REV; 800 was blistering fast - especially from zero to 
eighty. The 600 HO was the biggest surprise, though. 
This motor Is sweet enough to make you wonder 
why you'd ever want more. Although some staffers i 
still aren't sold on the REV experience, most are. 

I StFtfWw ir.c^rmtmi • Me^ 20O3 • 



Viper: was probably 2003's most Improved 
sled. New skldframe calibration did the trick. 
Absolute mileage king delivers smoothness ana 
; sweet power through Its big-Inch triple. 

[niiisition to undcrsteer which can l)c ietched up with j liuni 
tug on the brake lever ■ m«d turn 
>Se re not soins; to sa\ the improi ed V ipcr is ilic ht>i ridin; 
trail sled this vear. However. » s sate to s,-n- miimnq trojii am 
OE has improved to the degree the Viper his h would In 
cijuallv sate lo sa\ nothing needed to improve more thai 
(he Viper. Ciood news for HI Viper owners u-. -in awikiMe 
ih<x.-k and spruii; update which includes iststallauon oi 
shocks .ind spnnus at a vcr\- reasoniihle cost. Ii vou ow 
(12 Viper and don t take advantatie oi this program, sh 

riiis ca.sc- rtcd enHinc with flat slide carb^ and 
triggered c.thausi valves pniduces linear power on a stale i 



hv the hilans M.l triple has been referred to .is the iNaiionil 
,Anthem of iinowmobihnq bv ceruin demented SLTiJcrs ot Uus tine pub- 
Ucation.TmthhilSv. the Viper produces setis;mons and sound-s which are 
as refined as those tommu Irom a fine Swiss Waith ■ no i; docsn i tick. 
,silh- 

fuel economv i.s wav (oo uood tor a "(focc enpnc lnjuippcd nilh a 
Tour Uuddvvuii might be- able to run all weekend on one ml up. Well, 
mavhc not the entir<r weekend. I he complete mechanical pacLi|;e makes 
more scasc in with a one mch Canto ineaker out back dcliicnni; 
competitive shmst up to Oti per on die Sake. Bevond the ( .-note ihe V ijXT 
still sutfer.s trom a now over sensation which teels like there s more lelt 
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reverse c([uippetl unit in Red Around here this veiir there > lineup.'- to 
get on the Viper 

Uiir onlv ijlitch wiih the Red Rticket has been a !re;ik psst.jr. lailure 
which slirttlded up ii cylinder Our dealer and \:iniaha hoili treaked 
when thev heard about tlicVipcr uouin dov^n.We did tou 1 best encines 



REVSOOandfiOOH.O, 
Four Stars out of Five 
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\ei-er has a sled been receive 



about the RB- w^cw' 



ently and get a lot of looks. VTe 




li avc IQ foraet before vmi an ifulv relcamfa^ 



m'lng iiinaion appnuch tu tin.- .ir 
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~ Thc priiiil ij tnih m iIh- riUifii: Jiiti ^k)-t)ini nt.'cdo,l nnlv id send a- 
in ouruviv in slum tin.- Sx-nL-lu> m i\k RB ^ l<irtv:ird nduiu poMluin 



VMiilt; the h;^ndL^l^ of the RB' liVc niitllirli: u 



npk-iflv diHcrcnt ridinii ' 



Ic thjil 



ig rc,d!i rock Iht- i)nl\ (.Miuphml heard ahou 



tundlmii 

"ii ujiln, siinniih tnih ;i\ tliu trimi fnd hris mi ncli !i s ijcarit inipiwsihit 
ti.i kcL-p ihf inside ski un the yrousn! Minur tmnt end clungo luvt 
diiiiiiWR'd itiis ir^n in iotn imu- t« one. tuds MmSm fditiir wiiii wun 
(IHT hv the RL\;\Jsi wnlniny as ma w:ls the hjr nuiunied windshicid/ 
h-indyiurd ^elup. After j tew ride:, on wmt tr.iw euld mormnas we h:nc 
eonu- 111 realr/e h^ivtiw the w indshicld ihjt close ii i \vu is j supcrnsr wav 
til keep warm fte ttjll dnn i all like hnw ii look,';, hui most of us wuuld 
aarce lout-, dun I matter w hen nuir hands iind taee arc ntimh 

Nit matter bnv. Iian.1 \vt tried emild never luiiv cunie to leriib 
vMih die Ur\ ?. ttimpv IcHikinu. i)ver-(.iimpie\. anseulatcd siion tiap. 
^l)r^u^a^elv. it s ukuc m 2()()4.Mi iiell. nollilnus perfect 
ant! tile Kf\ tert.iinlv impressti! ti>. not ynh wttli its 
tiDii and liandltnu. tnil VMtti its eoekpii lavfiiit a.- weff.llie yaimt efii- 
IS reaifv- triek and efean fi'iikim;. Lirsje. white faetd 
ajif and .d'iii hoti<t t!ie ttvirniiin iitihis Haiulfchar 
are well piaeed and siniplt- ti> u|XTate. ( >verjl! enj' 
art eimipletelv dificrent than what vini cvpe-eted hu 



rhe Ptilan.' Liticrrv under the > luind iuv a enmplcielv duter- 
eni response ifinittic mpiiss than the run and re.id\ Pn>-\ m\. In laei. 
ne alitifjsi stispeetctl the Xc.-s i^ a notch down on pmeer- until we ran 
the rn-ii sleds side hv iide di.iwn Krv lar 1 Jkr There > iureli j finder wiifk 
tictwecn them paji the l.-notc Tlie M. s Nl"i ea.se reed mut us vtn qiiicl 
and aetuallv a litik- soft in its deltverv ut pi.iwer fur .i hiu tw m 

Ihis season Hubris l]a.>. «ix;h tiiiiM.-ii tif moa- taa-liilh calihraie their 
enfitnes lor tnel mileaut The \(. .'soO h:Ls reuularii dehsenrd M to It 
Ml't.. lip from la.s! ^cJrs dismal Ml'C. (mm the same mill Oil con- 
suniption on this entuiic ijnd nunv- Holaro iwuisi ^^ idiiiciii nar^ liiUit. 
We t-an t eraoi 1 1 1 ifiBris into the iiiieetiiin t.ink alter a IW miler 

1 he essence of this lar«e-]sh trail cincr is located m the .\MU and it s 
opcrjsor activated .W-E cumnJller. Tite .M-lO s tallini; rate Hills coupled 
desiyn completch disarms the steJs ahiliiv to vvhecSic iir |unip hiruei 
It. tlc)we\ er. when vou stah at the .A(,£ controller on the lett h.ind swiieh 
elij.sterand track its pn)i;res.> \\iih the dasli nsounttd Kitiae vou II quick- 
h find the sweet spot !or the inul vou re ridini; ant! the speed vtiti select. 
There s sti much ailjnsiahihit here, von can htenllv fine tune the sled s 
respDti.st with |usi iiiie stah tm the hutton as vnn approach pertetSKin 
No, the \C Hdfi isn t a Firecat .\ hrecat can conih momils hettcr than 
a turkcs vulture on mad kill- flic \C. 3(«).s aliilnv \o tovcr humps is 
cqiullv ama?.um to the rt s hut at a Jittercnt level The \1- 10 et|U!pped 
M.MHl hbelv wendis ''^ pounds nmre than the f ' hu! it handles the 
whoops With a stahic. hiifar and oncenter fee! that <■ simplv rem:Lrkjble 
A skilled pUoi usum ACt ciin htentlh drive all nwr the trail. ehani>ing 
lines at speeds ^vhith would lather up Todd Vi'oll fe at the l-->!)1J. Ifie sled 
IS hiltv incontml.tin theelcepesl.wliuoped up trails at speeds not f 



iif the sled 



anvihum else 

Tlie Wiliec niili leedaed inlu the Rt\ > ptrimsdal li 
h a hule harsh in ternts ul ubraiion htii deltvcr> hm 
torque ami a.s much top end as vim tan hamllc .Mtce the 
KOI I mill t. the hmi;es! baddest vini can uet. [Int Its not 
ivliai M.iti want .\o.whal vol! want is the <m H.ti.ftitliuut 
qsiestioii. even- person at suiiertra\ Mauii/ine picked the 
01 II I H.O. over (he bun lor overall desirahditv Whv lis 
tortine curve i> its sisnwih as yonrstlk pafamas Its throttle 
response rivals an electric hltmlcr It s got tiiorc top end 
than the maiuniv ol '(Kcs and eu-n a tt^' W)f.J s out there 
ant! there s sunplv nwluDi; sexier than the IKH hrappv 
cxluitisi note 

Polaris XC 800 M-10 ACE 
Five Stars out of Five 

j-lcrc-. a ride voti on take aitvw hcre.ftlien this PR unit 
arrived here at the Cave, some laughed at it.s electric 
start aisd reverse option. Aetuallv. "some mtyhi !ia\e 
heen all of u.s How cnukl a rock n roll sled iike an 
EdKe \L have these hc-an- vvei^iht accessories and still 
be macttof Irusi u>. it caii.Tlte .\C. SOO is one ot ihe 
hrst sleds out 01 the uaraee and often the last to be put 
ivrawTlie electric start sv slcm is buUctpmot and itler n 
ho reallv wants to pull start anvthinn- 

Pdlans leverse j;ear s«-up u sidl nol eumpletelv fluid, hnmcthatelv 
after wt receded the sled, it lacked itself m park and a'fused to w back- 
w art! while it ilme.sied a pertecih wkhI chunk of irav co.Tlii 




